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N«w  Major  Crisis 

French  planes  of  U.  S.  manufacture 
bombed  a  Tunisian  border  village  on 
Feb.  8,  killing  68  and  wounding  89  in 
reprisal  for  anti-aircraft  fire  on  a 
French  plane. 

Tunisia  protested  to  the  UN,  de¬ 
manded  the  withdrawal  of  all  French 
troops  and  closed  the  French  naval  base 
of  Bizerte.  The  tragedy  brought  Tuni¬ 
sia’s  pro-West  policy  to  the  breaking 
point.  One  Tunis  newspaper  held  up 
Nasser  as  an  example  to  follow  in 
dealing  with  the  West:  “The  day  when 
Bourguiba  decides  to  follow  the  path 
taken  by  Nasser,  Tunisia  will  no  longer 
be  a  victim  of  aggression  but  will  be 
wooed.” 

Earlier  President  Bourguiba  warned 
that  Algerian  nationalist  leaders,  at¬ 
tending  a  council  of  war  in  Cairo, 
would  draw  away  from  the  West  unless 
the  U.  S.  could  end  the  impasse  with 
Prance.  “The  only  thing  that  has  kept 
the  Algerians  from  moving  over  to  the 
side  of  Camel  Abdel  Nasser  is  the  help 
they  get  from  Tunisia,”  he  said. 

The  flow  of  oil  from  new  Sahara 
wells  to  the  Mediterranean  has  been 
slowed  to  a  trickle  by  Algerian  sabo¬ 
tage  of  the  rail  line  from  the  pipeline 
terminal  to  the  coast.  In  the  first 
month  only  enough  oil  for  one  tanker 
reached  port. 

TIm  Ud  b  On 

In  Damascus,  a  military  court  im¬ 
posed  stiff  sentences — one  death,  four 
life — on  five  former  oflScials  for  alleged 
conspiracy  to  set  up  a  pro-U.S.  gov- 
enunent.  All  are  in  exile.  Five  others 
received  prison  terms. 

Mass  trials  in  Jordan  charge  alleged 
Communists  with  complicity  in  the 
April  1967  uprising.  A  military  court 
doomed  41  to  life  imprisonment,  19  of 
them  in  absentia. 

Ooography  and  Politkt 

The  Egyptian  Minister  of  Education 
says  he  is  removing  the  name  “Israel” 
from  school  maps  in  Cairo  and  sub¬ 
stituting  “Arab  Palestine”  for  it.  From 
the  Arab  maps  we  have  seen,  we 
doubt  that  he  will  find  many  to  change. 


Arab  Expansionism 


It  is  wishful  self-deception  to  interpret  Egypt’s  absorption  of 
Syria  as  a  defeat  for  Moscow.  It  is  true  that  the  union  was  pressed 
by  Syrian  Socialists  to  outlaw  the  burgeoning  Syrian  Communists. 
But  the  Socialists  also  feared  and  wanW  to  suppress  conservative 
pro-U.  S.  elements.  Moreover,  for  Moscow,  an  indigenous  Communist 
party  is  expendable  if,  in  exchange,  it  gains  a  more  abrasive  propa¬ 
ganda  weapon  to  erode  Western  positions. 

The  West  should  have  no  illusions.  Nasser’s  expanding  empire 
is  a  threat  to  individual  freedom  and  free  world  defense.  The  concepts 
of  “unity,”  “republic”  and  “democracy,”  cherished  by  the  West,  are 
cynically  misapplied  to  an  anschluss  and  the  political  enslavement  of 
28  million  people.  It  is  ironic  commentary  on  the  Arab  liberation 
movement  that  it  does  not  liberate.  The  Arabs  of  Nasser’s  glorious 
“republic”  (to  which  medieval  Yemen  is  soon  to  be  incongruously 
federated)  enjoy  far  less  rights  and  freedoms  than  the  .A^bs  of 
Tunisia,  of  Lebanon,  of  Israel,  and  other  centers  where  Western  ideas 
are  still  free  to  circulate. 


Self-preservation  is  impelling  a  reluctant  Iraq  and  an  eager  Jordan 
to  establish  some  form  of  counter-federation.  'Hie  obstacles  are  for¬ 
midable.  The  present  oil-rich  Iraq  government  is  complacently  satisfied 
with  a  parochial  Iraq,  for  it  is  lavishly  endowed  and  doesn’t  need  to 
acquire  desert,  discontent  and  political  dissonance.  Hussein’s  Nasser- 
incited  subjects  would  drum  new  uproar  if  federation  drew  Jordan  closer 
to  the  U.  S.-sponsored  Baghdad  Pact.  Baud,  whose  advisors  are  pro- 
Nasser,  prefers  a  neutral  course  and  is  unlikely  to  adhere  to  a  federation 
which  involves  him  in  a  Western  alliance.  Iraq  may  be  compelled  to 
abandon  the  pact.  Paradoxically,  it  was  Saudi  Arabia— not  Iraq— that 
helped  the  U.  S.  pay  Jordan’s  bills  last  year.  Will  Saud  cancel  the 
subsidy  if  Jordan  and  Iraq  federate?  In  which  event,  will  the  U.  S. 
have  to  make  larger  contributions  to  maintain  Hussein’s  throne?  Is 
Iraq’s  membership  in  the  Baghdad  treaty  worth  preserving? 


Despite  its  misgivings,  Washington  thinks  it  has  no  alternative 
but  to  recognize  the  new  Egyptian-Syrian  union,  when  it  is  officially 
created,  unless  Arab  nations  t^e  the  initiative  in  a  contrary  course — 
which  is  most  unlikely.  The  Sjrrian  debacle  is  fresh  in  memory  and 
Washington  won’t  risk  a  repetition  of  its  unpleasant  isolation  of  last 
fall.  But  commentators  see  a  resemblance  between  Nasser  and  Hitler, 
between  the  Rhineland  of  1936  and  the  Suez  of  1966,  between  the 
annexation  of  Austria  in  1938  and  the  Egyptian-Syrian  merger  of  1958. 
This  is  no  fantasy  of  coincidence.  The  present  generation  of  Arab 
leaders  emerged  from  feudalism  in  the  spell  of  a  Europe  dazzled  by 
the  swastikas  of  Nurenberg  and  the  black-shirted  pageantry  of  Piazza 
Venezia.  Historians  recall  that  the  West  paid  a  terrible  price  because 
it  did  not  stop  Hitler  at  the  Rhine.  And  history  has  a  tragic  habit  of 
re-enactment. 
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. . .  Competition  For  Africa 


ANALYSIS:! 


At  the  Asian  African  Peoples  Soli¬ 
darity  Conference  in  Cairo,  the  Soviet 
Union  and  Esrypt  served  notice  that 
they  were  determined  to  take  a  hand 
in  the  tremendous  changes  now  going 
on  in  the  part  of  Africa  below  the 
Sahara.  The  violent  speeches  of  the 
delegates  accusing  the  West  on  the 
standard  Soviet  grounds  of  colonialism 
and  imperialism  shattered  h<^>es  for 
the  continued  peaceful  development  of 
the  new  territories.  The  conference 
marked  another  step  in  Nuser’s  am¬ 
bition  to  become  the  protector  of  the 
Moslems  in  Africa  and  the  spokesman 
for  the  entire  continent,  which  he  had 
spelled  out  in  his  autobiographies^  blue¬ 
print  for  domination  entitled  “Egjrpt's 
Liberation,”  and  again  in  1966  when 
he  set  up  the  Supreme  Council  for 
African  Affairs  in  Cairo. 

PrsadiM  Hot*  for  Wost 

Cairo  rsuiio's  broadcasts  to  Africa 
have  been  stuped  up  following  the 
conference,  and  it  now  shouts  anti- 
Western  imprecations  and  agitation  for 
revolution  over  four  wave  lengths  and 
in  14  African  Unguages  including  Swa¬ 
hili  and  Amhsuric.  Nasser  thus  reaches 
more  than  26  million  Africans  in  ter¬ 
ritories  stretching  from  Somaliland  to 
Mosambique.  All  idong  the  East  Afri¬ 
can  coast,  where  in  times  past  Arabs 
traded,  settled  and  imposed  their  re¬ 
ligion  upon  the  natives,  Nasser’s 
agents  are  actively  preaching  hatred 
for  the  West  and  undermining  existing 
governments.  In  the  Sudan,  they  have 
been  bribing  opposition  political  parties 
in  order  to  influence  the  forthcoming 
national  election.  In  Elthiopia,  the  mili¬ 
tary  attache  of  the  Egyptian  embassy 
was  recalled  at  the  express  demand  of 
King  Haile  Selassie  because  of  his  sub¬ 
versive  activities.  Nasser  promptly  re¬ 
taliated  over  Cairo  radio  by  charging 
that  Moslems  in  Ethiopia  were  being 
oppressed. 

The  Soviet  Union  is  only  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  its  campaign  to  inflltrate 
Uie  new  African  countries,  but  it  has 
already  worked  its  way  into  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  some  African  trade  unions  and 
nationalist  organizations.  Following  a 
familiar  pattern,  the  Communists  have 
also  had  some  success  with  their  stu¬ 
dent  and  cultural  exchange  programs. 
Trade  missions,  sometimes  from  Com¬ 
munist  satellite  countries  rather  than 
from  Moscow  itself,  have  been  dangling 
attractive  deals  b^ore  the  relatively 
inexperienced  African  leaders,  thus 
paving  the  way  for  Communist  techni¬ 
cians,  engineers,  teachers  and  political 
agents.  At  the  Csuro  conference,  the 
Soviet  Union  dazzled  most  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  with  an  offer  of  unlimited  eco¬ 
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nomic  aid  ’’without  strings”  to  any  Afri¬ 
can  state  that  asked  for  it. 

Transforming  a  Continont 

In  sub-Sahara  Africa,  where  Western 
patterns  of  living  and  thinking  have 
had  little  time  to  take  form,  Nasserism 
and  Communism  And  opportunities  for 
mischief.  With  the  transformation  of 
the  old  British,  French  and  Belgian 
colonial  empires  into  self-governing  ter¬ 
ritories,  derations  and  independent 
states,  new  native  leaders  are  emerging, 
trained  in  European  and  American  uni¬ 
versities.  They  are  eager  to  develop 
their  countries  and  raise  living  stand¬ 
ards.  They  are  trying  to  accomplish  in  a 
few  short  decades  what  it  took  Europe 
hundreds  of  years  to  achieve,  and  for 
this  effort  they  must  turn  to  the  West 
for  flnancial  and  technical  assistance. 
These  men,  however,  are  extremely 
self-conscious  about  their  new  political 
freedom  and  very  sensitive  in  their 
dealings  with  the  West. 

Striking  contrasts  in  levels  of  civili¬ 
zation  are  present  in  these  new  sub- 
Sahara  countries,  ranging  from  almost 
100  per  cent  literacy  in  some  areas  to 
96  per  cent  illiteracy  in  adjacent  re¬ 
gions.  Tribal  customs  and  modes  of 
living  are  yielding  to  Western  forms  of 
society  but  at  an  uneven  rate.  Religion 
is  largely  Christian  or  Moslem. 

In  some  countries  segregated  living 
accompanied  by  deepseated  racial  pre¬ 
judices  has  created  complex  social 
strains  which  will  take  very  long  to 
overcome.  In  other  regions,  particu¬ 
larly  in  French  Union  territories,  in¬ 
tegration  of  the  races  appears  to  be 
successful,  and  social  and  political 
activities  are  conducted  on  a  basis  of 
full  racial  equality. 

Whara  Amarica  Stands 

The  stakes  in  the  competition  for 
Africa  are  trade  and  raw  materials  of 
incalculable  value,  rich  virgin  land  for 
agricultural  development,  and  enor¬ 
mous  resources  of  strategic  metals, 
including  uranium,  copper  and  mangan¬ 
ese.  American  trade  alone  is  estimated 
at  more  than  |1  billion  a  year,  although 
our  investments  total  only  slightly 
more  than  |600  million,  most  of  them 
in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  Liberia 
and  Rhodesia.  U.  S.  policy  welcomes 
the  growing  African  movement  toward 
self-government  and  encourages  the 
newly  independent  states  with  eco- 
mnnic,  technical  and  military  aid.  Our 
student  exchange  program  has  shown 
considerable  promise,  and  under  it  190 
Africans  came  to  the  U.  S.  last  year 
for  special  studies.  In  addition,  almost 
1600  more  came  under  private  or  other 
sponsorship  to  study  at  our  universi¬ 


ties.  We  are  increasing  consular  repre¬ 
sentation  and  information  progrrams. 

The  col<mial  powers  are  enlarging 
their  efforts  to  help  the  underdeveloped 
African  countries.  Recently  a  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Mutual  Assistance  was  organ¬ 
ized  by  France,  Belgium,  Great  Britain 
and  Portugal,  along  with  South  Africa, 
Liberia,  Ghana  and  the  Federation  of 
Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  to  act  as  a 
clearing  house  of  information  and  to 
supply  technical  assistance.  Moreover, 
some  of  these  countries  as  well  as  the 
UN  have  established  special  agencies 
to  assist  the  underdeveloped  nations. 
Private  investors  are  also  seeking  to 
develop  new  areas  and  undertakings  in 
countries  which  have  demonstrated 
political  stability. 

Israal  WalcoiiMd 

In  several  African  countries  free 
world  influence  is  being  reinforced  by 
Israel,  whose  ancient  ties  with  Africa 
were  formed  during  the  reign  of  King 
Solomon.  Newly  independent  nations 
which  regarded  the  British,  the  Rus¬ 
sians  and  the  Egyptians  with  equal  sus¬ 
picion  and  fear  welcomed  Israeli  trade 
missions  and  technical  experts.  They 
knew  that  Biblical  Israel  had  no  record 
of  oppression,  slave-holding  or  racial 
discrimination  in  the  history  of  its 
dealings  with  Africa.  Moreover,  they 
felt  a  community  of  interest  with  mod¬ 
em  Israel  because  new,  like  them,  it 
had  to  solve  many  of  the  problems 
which  they  also  faced. 

Israel’s  trade  with  Africa,  though 
relatively  small  in  the  annual  aggre¬ 
gate,  was  accelerated  after  the  openihg 
of  the  Gulf  of  Aqaba,  and  Israel  trade 
missions  have  had  the  effect  of  heading 
off  Communist  trade  experts.  The  ex¬ 
otic  lands  of  East  Africa  offer  a  nst- 
ural  market  for  Israel  manufactures. 
Missions  which  visited  Uganda,  Tan¬ 
ganyika,  Zanzibar,  Jibuti,  Ethiopia  and 
Somaliland  were  able  to  develop  a  brisk 
trade,  exchanging  machinery,  spare 
parts  and  manufactured  products  for 
flour,  oil  seeds  and  canned  meaU.  Five 
new  ship  routes  are  being  set  up — 
some  are  already  in  operation.  Israel 
buys  coffee  from  Kenya  and  sends  ce¬ 
ment,  refrigerators,  hosiery  and  clothes 
to  Madagascar.  Israeli  warehouses, 
stocked  with  merchandise,  have  been 
set  up  in  the  Mozambique  port  of 
Lourenco  Marques  and  in  Ghana  and 
Rhodesia  in  order  to  speed  up  trade 
with  the  Transvaal,  Liberia,  part  of 
the  Belgian  Congo,  and  other  areas. 
In  Asmara,  Eritrea,  there  are  four 
slaughter  houses  where  kosher  meat  is 
processed  for  Israel.  Another  meat 
plant  was  established  by  Israel  in  cen¬ 
tral  Ethiopia.  And  under  a  recent 


•crMBMnt  with  the  Central  African 
Federation  (consisting  of  Northern 
and  Southern  Rhodesia  and  Tanganyi* 
ka)  •  Israel  obtains  the  benefit  of  prefer¬ 
ential  tariff  rates  and  a  niost  farored 
nation  status. 

Perhaps  most  significant  is  friend¬ 
ship  with  Ghana,  which  has  led  to  the 
formation  of  a  shipping  line  as  well  as 
other  joint  enterprises.  The  Black 
Star  shipping  line,  which  is  controlled 
by  Ghana  and  managed  by  Israelis 
connected  with  the  Zim  shipping  line, 
offers  regular  cargo  service  to  British 
ports.  More  ships  will  be  added  to  the 
Une  when  Ghanan  sailors  and  shipping 
line  employees  complete  their  training 
under  Zim  ofScials. 

Recently  Ghana  received  a  credit  of 
|20  million  from  Israel  for  use  in  its 
four-year  development  plan.  Israel  is 
giving  technical  aid  through  agricul¬ 
tural  and  health  missions  in  Ghana,  in 
Ethiopia  and  in  Liberia.  A  military 
mission  headed  by  fomaer  Israel  Army 
Chief  of  Staff  Maj.  Gen.  Moshe  Dayan 
also  visited  Ghana  and  Liberia  last 
year.  Mrs.  Golda  Meir,  Israel’s  For¬ 
eign  Minister,  is  scheduled  to  attend 
Ghana’s  first  anniversary  celebration 
on  Feb.  23.  She  will  also  visit  Liberia 
and  French  West  Africa. 

Delegations  have  come  to  Israel  from 
these  and  other  African  countries  in 
order  to  study  Israel’s  democratic  gov¬ 
ernment  and  its  labor  and  educational 
institutions.  One  visitor,  the  West 
Nigerian  Minister  of  Development 
Chief  Claudius  Dosa  Akran,  explored 
the  possibility  of  establishing  economic 
enterprises  in  his  country  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  Histadmt,  Israel’s  labor 
federation.  Chief  Akran  described  Is¬ 
rael’s  way  of  life  and  desire  for  peace 
as  an  example  that  other  new  countries 
might  follow  and  said  that  Nigeria  was 
ready  to  trade  rubber,  wood,  cocoa  and 
cotton  for  Israel’s  goods  and  services. 
"Israel  can  make  an  important  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  development  of  Ni¬ 
geria  and  the  carrying  out  of  her  first 
five  year  plan,”  he  i^d. 

Fostering  Oomocratic  InsHtutions 

Israel’s  technical  aid  to  the  sub- 
Sahara  African  territories  is  propor¬ 
tionately  larger  than  that  of  countries 
many  times  its  size.  It  includes  a 
student  exchange  program  which  is 
bringing  young  Africans  to  Israel.  It 
is  fostering  the  democratic  way  of  life 
despite  Arab  protests  to  the  African 
countries,  Egyptian  propaganda,  and 
direct  Soviet  competition.  In  Ethiopia, 
for  example.  Communist  Bulgarian  mis¬ 
sions  offered  to  buy  out  the  Israel  meat 
slaughtering  and  packing  plants.  Yugo¬ 
slav  inroads  have  also  been  headed  off 
by  Israel. 

By  assisting  the  new  African  peoples 
to  develop  their  countries  and  raise  liv¬ 
ing  standards  peacefully  without  cur¬ 
tailing  liberty,  Israel  is  helping  to  pro¬ 
tect  these  underdeveloped  countries 
against  Soviet  penetration.  This  threat 
will  grow  as  the  Afro-Asian  permanent 
council,  established  in  Cairo,  begins  to 
function. 


Paac*  Effort  Urgod 

An  all-out  diplomatic  effort  to  solve 
the  Arab-Israel  cMiflict  was  urged  by 
Sen.  Mike  Mansfield  (D)  Mont.,  in  a 
report  to  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  on  his  study  mission  to 
North  Africa  and  western  Mediterran¬ 
ean  countries.  “Such  a  solution  may 
possibly  be  more  hopeful  now,  when 
signs  are  beginning  to  appear  of  Nas¬ 
ser’s  uneasiness  concerning  the  extent 
of  Soviet  penetration  in  the  Middle 
East,”  the  Senator  said. 

The  Senator  warned  that  the  U.  S. 
was  losing  ground  to  the  Soviet  Union 
in  North  Africa  and  that  Nasser’s  ap- 
l.sal  was  growing  in  those  countries. 
He  criticized  the  Administration’s  pol¬ 
icy  cs  one  of  drift,  charged  that  the 
Eisenhower  Doctrine  was  no  response 
to  the  needs  of  the  area,  and  called 
for  “serious  consideration”  of  the 
“essential  idea”  of  the  Near  East  de¬ 
velopment  fund  proposed  by  Italian 
Foreign  Minister  Pella. 

Gramlins  at  Work 

Sen.  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  (D)  Minn., 
told  the  conference  of  the  Middle  East 
Institute  that  nationalism  is  a  bulwark 
against  Communism  in  the  Near  East. 
Through  a  misunderstanding,  however, 
it  came  out  as  praise  for  Nasser  in  a 
press  report.  The  Senator  indignantly 
denied  any  intention  to  praise  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  ruler.  The  press  retracted. 

Later,  Sen.  Humphrey  recommended 
an  arms  embargo  on  the  Middle  East 
with  exceptions  to  be  made  only  by  a 
specially  established  UN  special  com¬ 
mission  on  arms  traffic.  He  also  called 
for  establishment  of  a  UN  good  offices 
commission  to  promote  direct  Arab- 
Israel  negotiations. 

Wants  Isroai  Strangthonad 

Expanded  U.  S.  aid  to  Israel  in  order 
to  strengthen  its  economy  and  defenses 
was  recommended  by  Rep.  Leonard 
Farbstein  (D)  N.  Y.,  in  a  report  to  the 
House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  on 
his  study  mission  to  the  eastern  Medi¬ 
terranean  countries  last  October.  He 
pointed  out  that  Israel  was  making  ef¬ 
ficient  use  of  American  technical  assist¬ 
ance  but  noted  that  Israel’s  economy 
was  handicapped  by  an  unfavorable 
trade  balance.  He  said  that  the  Arabs 
had  no  reason  to  fear  overpopulation  in 
Israel  because  there  were  large  areas 
of  undeveloped  land  on  which  immi¬ 
grants  could  be  settled.  Special  note 
wcu  taken  by  the  New  York  Congress¬ 
man  of  IsraeVs  growing  contribution 
to  the  economic  and  technical  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  new  African  countries. 


’’IsraeVs  ability  to  contribute  to  the 
technical  development  of  other  coun¬ 
tries  is  demonstrated  in  a  dramatic  way 
in  new  African  and  Asian  countries, 
where  Israel  missions  have  been  able 
to  establish  working  relations  ahead  of 
the  advance  experts  of  the  Communist 
countries, ”  he  said. 

Royaltias  to  Taxas 

Tite  House,  sitting  as  a  Committee  of 
the  Wh(de  to  hear  recommendations  for 
amending  the  Internal  Revenue  Code, 
was  urged  by  Rep.  Sidney  R.  Yates  (D) 
Ill.,  to  close  the  loophole  by  whkh 
Middle  East  oil  companies  such  as 
ARAMCO  escape  payment  of  income 
taxes  to  the  U.  S.,  by  treating  royalty 
payments  as  taxes.  Under  present  law, 
oil  companies  are  permitted  to  deduct 
taxes  paid  a  foreign  country  in  com¬ 
puting  their  U.  S.  taxes. 

Foreign  Aid  Studios 

Sen.  Wayne  Morse  (D)  Ore.,  charged 
that  a  special  committee  report  on  for¬ 
eign  aid,  costing  1275,000  and  released 
in  1956,  had  been  ignored  in  hearings 
on  the  Mutual  Security  Act.  He  urged 
his  colleagues  to  give  it  close  attention 
and  cited  studies  made  in  the  report  by 
such  authoritative  institutions  as  the 
National  Planning  Association,  the 
Princeton  Center  of  International 
Studies,  and  the  Columbia  Institute  of 
War  and  Peace  Studies.  He  called  at¬ 
tention  to  their  findings  on  the  “defects 
and  shortcomings  of  military  aid,”  and 
warned  that  millions  of  dollars  are 
wasted  in  our  present  military  and  eco¬ 
nomic  aid  program.  He  strongly  at¬ 
tacked  military  aid  to  Saudi  Arabia  and 
to  other  countries  that  can  afford  to 
pay.  America’s  policy  of  yielding  to 
“international  blacki^l”  must  be 
stopped,  the  Senator  said. 

Refugaa  Aid 

A  folio-size  volume  of  photographs 
of  Arab  refugees  was  distributed  to 
Congress  last  week.  The  book  was 
circulated  by  the  Saudi  Arabian  em¬ 
bassy.  In  the  last  seven  years,  that 
oil-rich  kingdom  has  given  less  than 
$500,000  (in  <dl)  to  the  refugees. 

CommittM  Changns 

Rep.  Thomas  E.  Morgan  (D)  Pa., 
has  become  chairman  of  the  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee.  He  takes 
the  place  of  Rep.  Thomas  S.  Gordon 
(D)  Ill.,  who  has  asked  to  be  relieved 
of  this  responsibility  because  of  illness. 

A  new  member  of  the  House  Foreign 
Affairs  (Committee  is  Rep.  Laurenee 
Curtis  (R)  Mass.,  who  succeeds  the  late 
Rep.  Lawrence  H.  Smith. 
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Wuhington  and  Moscow  have  main¬ 
tained  a  stiff  silence  on  the  Syrian- 
Egyptian  union  for  it  would  be  tactless 
for  the  one  to  deplore  or  the  other  to 
Jubilate.  But  leading  American  and 
British  newspapers  are  frankly  alarmed 
and  Moscow  divulges  its  pleasure  by  sly 
indorsements  in  the  controlled  press  of 
remote  satellites. 

Cooipares  Nasser  With  Hitler 

In  a  hard-hitting  editorial  on  Feb.  4, 
the  N.  Y.  ThnsM  calls  for  whatever 
steps  may  be  necessary  before  it  is  too 
late.  It  sees  a  parallel  between  Presi¬ 
dent  Nasser  and  Hitler.  It  cites  his 
own  book,  ‘*the  Egyptian  dictator’s 
Meta  Kampf,"  describes  the  mergrer  as 
"one  more  step  in  President  Nasser’s 
drive  towards  a  pan-Arab  empire 
stretching  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Per¬ 
sian  Gulf  and  controlling  Western  Eu¬ 
rope’s  lifeblood  and  life  lines — namely, 
oil  and  the  arteries  through  which  it 
flows  .  .  . 

“Like  Hitler,  Nasser  flrst  carried 
out  a  more  or  less  legal  ‘revolution’ 
which  .  .  .  created  a  totalitarian,  one- 
party  state  ...  He  follows  Hitler  even 
in  making  Israel  the  flrst  target  of  his 
drive,  and  this  is  true  of  his  cooperation 
with  Soviet  Russia  to  construct  the 
wider  second  and  third  circles  of  his 
influence — Africa  and  Islam— on  which 
a  start  is  being  made  by  the  ‘Little 
Cominform’  in  Cairo. 

"All  this  may  look  like  a  pipe  dream 
but  after  Hitler,  the  free  world  cannot 
ignore  it .  .  ." 

In  another  editorial  on  Feb.  7,  the 
N.  Y.  Timet  calls  attention  to  the  pow¬ 
er  that  Nasser  will  exercise  over  the 
legislative  and  executive  councils  whose 
personnel  he  will  select  and  whose  juris¬ 
diction  he  wili  deflne. 


"Arab  unity  may  be  a  good  thing. 
But  political  slavery  for  the  Arabs  is 
quite  another.’’ 

West  Faces  Danger 

The  N.  Y.  Herald  Tribiau  on  Feb.  3 
describes  the  new  state  as  "anomaious" 
but  emphasizes  that  Egypt,  Syria  and 
Yemen  are  all  "strongly  anti-Western; 
all  have  accepted  aid  from  the  Soviet 
Union.’’  The  development  is  a  "victory 
for  the  Kremlin’s  diplomacy.’’ 

The  editorial  concludes:  "Egyptian 
expansionism  now  has  a  heavier  cloak 
of  Arabism  to  cover  its  machinations; 
so  does  Communism.  . . .  The  Weet  eon- 
fnmte  a  real  danger  m  the  Arab  Re¬ 
public,  jerry  built  and  artifieial  though 
it  may  b«.’’ 

The  Witehington  Poet  on  Feb.  10  cites 
the  "obvious  drawbacks’’  in  a  union  of 
two  have-not  nations  which  have  no 
land  bridges,  which  will  not  add  to  the 
resources  of  either  country,  which  will 
not  increase  strategic  strength  materi¬ 
ally  ("though  it  raises  the  possibility  of 
a  squeeze  on  Israel’’). 

"But,”  says  the  editorial,  "there  is 
one  major  source  of  strength  .  .  .  the 
magnetism  of  an  idea  .  .  .  Nasser  does 
not  have  oil  today,  but  he  hopes  to  gain 
control  of  it  by  the  power  of  attraction 
— by  appealing  to  the  people  rather 
than  to  their  rulers.” 

The  great  danger  to  the  West  is  thal 
"it  is  allied  with  weak,  feudal  and  often 
repressive  regimes  with  all  too  little 
ability  to  reach  the  people  themselves. 
Thus  the  promising  concept  of  regional¬ 
ism  may  be  turned  against  the  West; 
and  the  U.  S.  which  embodies  tiie  truiy 
revolutionary  concept  of  equality  of  op¬ 
portunity,  hu  not  yet  found  a  way  of 
translating  this  into  terms  the  Arab 
countries  understand.” 

Cautions  Reaction 

The  London  Timet  on  Feb.  8  thinks 
that  "Nasser’s  prestige  is  enhanced” 
but  that  "British  reaction  can  be  only 
cautious  as  yet.  Though  there  are  ol^ 
vions  dangers  in  what  will  now  be 
Egyptian  control  of  oil  pipelines  as 
weU  as  the  Canal,  we  may  see  a  dif¬ 


ference  between  Nasser,  the  Egyptian 
nationalist,  and  Nasser,  the  potential 
leader  of  pan-Arabism.” 

The  Eeonomitt  in  a  brilliant  analysis 
on  Feb.  1  says: 

"The  example  of  union  is  ...  an 
essay  in  subversion  .  .  .  President  Nas¬ 
ser  intends  the  idea  ...  to  gnaw  at 
those  thrones  and  presidential  palaces 
which  seem  to  him,  flrst,  to  stand  for 
the  old  unequal  privileges  and,  second, 
to  seek  to  preserve  those  privileges  by 
cleaving,  not  to  the  Arab  family,  but  to 
the  chilly  infldel  hand  of  foreign  chan¬ 
celleries.  He  is  saying,  in  effect,  to  all 
Arabs  .  .  .  that  their  dream  of  Arab 
unity  can  be  fulfllled  if  the  parochial 
and  personal  interests  of  rulers  give 
way  before  the  grandeur  of  Arabism. 

"Let  there  be  be  no  doubt  about  it: 
the  Arabs  wiil  listen  to  him.  He  is 
saying  exactly  what  people  with  new 
access  to  education,  but  not  yet  to 
privileges,  want  to  hear.” 

The  Manehetter  Guardian  Weekly  on 
Feb.  6  recalls  that  one  of  the  reasons 
why  Arabs  are  hostile  to  the  West  is 
that  after  World  War  I,  they  were 
given  a  set  of  arbitrary  frontiers  and 
— for  the  most  part — not  even  inde¬ 
pendence. 

"The  impulsion  towards  unity  has 
grown  stronger  with  the  years  .  .  .  But 
we  cannot  be  .  .  .  enthusiastic  about 
the  strengthening  of  two  presidents 
whose  propagandists  only  recently 
were  inviting  patriots  to  murder  King 
Hussein.” 

The  paper  believes  that  Jordan  and 
Iraq  should  unite  as  soon  as  possible. 

Kremlin  Reaufam  Silent 

The  Moscow  press  and  radio  reported 
the  merger  without  comment,  but  the 
satellites  were  less  guarded.  Praee, 
Czechoslovak  daily  said,  on  Feb.  4: 

"In  the  not  too  distant  future  the 
Arab  states  will  put  an  end  to  their 
present  dispersion  and  will  form  one 
peace-loving  state  which  will  be  a 
mighty  bastion  of  peace.” 

There  were  similar  statements  on  the 
North  Korean  radio  on  Feb.  8  and  by 
the  Vietnam  news  agency  on  Feb.  4. 
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